The role of serotonin in schizophrenia: an overview of the nomenclature, distribution and alterations of serotonin receptors in the central nervous system.
Serotonin is a neurotransmitter that is widely distributed throughout the central nervous system. The role of serotonin in schizophrenia is still unclear. Postmortem studies of serotonin receptor subtypes in schizophrenia have been inconclusive for the most part. The most promising findings involve a reduction in 5-HT2 receptors and 5-HT reuptake sites in the prefrontal cortex of schizophrenic patients. In this paper we review the function, distribution and pharmacological characteristics of serotonin receptors. Postmortem studies are also reviewed, focusing upon the role of these receptors in schizophrenia.